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 The purpose of this presentation to middle school students is twofold: 

1. To present a compare/contrast format of Thailand and Vietnam suing the 

Venn Diagram (two intersecting concentric circles) in these aspects of the 

cultures: 

Location /Geography /Climate 

Religion/Art 

Education 

Government /Politics 

2. To present personal impressions of the cultures of Thailand and Vietnam 

with descriptive photos and artifacts. 

 

Screen 1 Title: Thailand and Vietnam 

Screen 2 Thailand and Vietnam with Venn Diagram 

Screen 3 Map of Asia with Thailand and Vietnam featured 

Screen 4 Highlight of Thailand with elephant head overlay 

  Highlight of Vietnam with “S” overlay 

Screen 5 Fulbright Mission: To increase the mutual understanding between the 

people of the United States and the people of other countries by means of educational and 

cultural exchanges.  Overlay of Fulbright logo. 

Screen 6 In cooperation with: 

Asean University Network, Thailand-United States Educational 

Foundation, Chulalongkorn University 

Screen 7 Title:  Location/Geography/Climate 

 

 



Screen 8 Southeast Asia map 

Thailand-contrast   compare   Vietnam-contrast 
      
Mostly landlocked except 
for Gulf of Thailand 
Peninsula 

Landforms Large coastal area on South 
China Sea 

 

 

 

Screen 9 Size 

Thailand-contrast   compare   Vietnam-contrast 

517,000 sq. km. 
Size of Texas 

 326,789 sq. km. 
Size of Japan 
 

 

Screen 10 Geography 

Thailand –contrast   compare   Vietnam-contrast 

Plateau 
Rainforests 
Islands 

Mountains 
Deltas 
Fertile Valleys 
Wide range of latitudes and 
longitudes 

Extended coastline 

 

Screen 11 Climate 

Thailand-contrast   compare   Vietnam-contrast 
59” annual precipitation Monsoons, tropics, 

subtropics, frosty north, 
warm south 

75” annual precipitation 
Typhoons 

 
Screen 11a Photo – rain 

Screen 11b Photo – mountains 

Screen 11c Photo – tropics 

Screen 12 Title: Religion/Art 

Screen 12a Influences on both countries by surrounding countries 

Thailand-contrast   compare   Vietnam-contrast 

Influenced by Cambodia, 
India, Myanmar 

Influenced by China Influenced by Laos 



 

Screen 13 Religious influence 

Thailand-contrast   compare   Vietnam-contrast 
Theravada Buddhism – 
95% 

Respect and Reverence Confuscianism, Taoism, 
MahayanaBuddhism,Christianity
 

 
Screen 13 a Photo – Wat 

Screen 13b Photo --  Stupa 

Screen 13c Photo – Church 

Screen 13d Photo --  Spirit House 

Screen 13e 1 Photo --  Buddha 

Screen 13e 2    Photo –  Buddha 

Screen 13e  3   Photo – Buddha 

Screen 13f Photo – Monks 

Screen 14 Repeat 12a Screen 

Screen 15 Drama/Play/”Cinderella” 

Screen 15a Dance 

Screen 16 Marionette 

Screen 17 Art piece - Woman with Rice Basket  

Screen 18 Music 

Screen 19 Title: Government 

Screen 20 

Thailand contrast   compare   Vietnam contrast 

Participatory 

Democratic 

Constitutional Monarchy 

Voting for representatives Socialist Republic 

Communist Influence 

Marxist-Leninist 

philosophy 

 

 

 

 

 



Screen 21 

Thailand contrast   compare   Vietnam contrast 

King/Queen 

Monarchy: Sacred, 

inviolable 

King Bhumibol Aduyadej 

And Queen Sirikit 

 President Tran Duc Loung 

Communist Party 

Screen 21a Photo of King and Queen of Thailand 

Screen 21B Photo of President of Vietnam 

Screen 22  

Thailand contrast   compare   Vietnam contrast 

Royal Family: advisory role 

People’s Constitution: 1997 

Participatory Democracy 

• Prime Minister 
• Vote for members of 

Parliament 
• Propose bills for Parliament 
• Checks/Balances 
• Power to the People 
• Each village elects own 

“Headman” 

 President-Head of State for 

5 years – selected by 

National Assembly 

Politburo 

Prime Minister 

Cabinet 

National Assembly 

• Council of State 
• Council of Ministers 

Vote for representatives 

 

Screen 23 Photo of Thailand Parliament 

Screen 24 Photo of Thai Senator and Fulbright Scholor 

Screen 25 Photo of Vietnamese people voting 

Screen 26 Title: Education 

Thailand contrast   compare   Vietnam contrast 

95% Literacy rate  91% Literacy rate 

 

 

 



Screen 28 

Thailand contrast   compare   Vietnam contrast 

Constitution 

National Education Act 

1999 

Goal: education for all! National Assembly 

Education Reform 

Screen 29 

Thailand contrast   compare   Vietnam contrast 

Education for life. 

Learner-centered 

Core Curriculum 

Five bodies of Knowledge 

Curriculum- 

courses of study 

National Assembly 

approves curriculum 

Curriculum not consistent 

in all geographic areas. 

Screen 30 

Thailand contrast   compare   Vietnam contrast 

12 years of basic education Participation of students Universal lower secondary 

education 

Screen 31  Needed in both countries: 
• Consistent teacher preparation 
• Raise in teacher pay and financial support of public 

education 
• Specialized programs, ie, Special Education and Gifted and 

Talented 
• Compulsory education 
• Ministers of Education to oversee all public education 

 

Screen 32 Photo of elementary students 

Screen 33 Photo of students practicing kick boxing 

Screen 34 Photo of students dancing 

Screen 35 Photo of students in Art class 

Screen 36 Photo of students honoring teachers 

Screen 36 Photo of students embroidering 

Screen 38 Title: Impressions – verbal descriptions of photos and artifacts 

Screen 39 Photo of motorbikes 

Screen 40 Photo of women grilling octopus at Weekend Market 



Screen 41 Photo of Thai Alphabet + the handwritten Thai alphabet by students 

Screen 42 Photo of rice fields 

Screen 42a Photo of workers in rice fields 

Screen 42b Photo of bullock in rice fields 

Screen 43 Photo of conical hats + the demonstration of a real conical hat 

Screen 44 Three Buddhas in three poses with description of each 

Screen 44a Photo of Chu Chi Tunnels 

Screen 44b Photo of  Chu Chi Tunnels 

Screen 45 Lacquer Ware Art 

Screen 46 Photo of elephant eating 

Screen 47a Photo of elephant doctor 

Screen 46b Photo of white elephant + the carving of the white elephant 

Screen 47 Photo of Grand Palace 

Screen 48 Photo of umbrella making + demonstration with real umbrella 

Screen 49 Photo of Tung + demonstration of the Tung 

Screen 50 Photo of Thai Massage + chart of massage areas 

Screen 51 Photo of Golden Triangle 

Conclusion:  Thailand at a Glance CD 

 

 


